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V, 


GOD'S 
CONTROYERSY  WITH  THE  NATION. 

PREACHED   IN  THE   FREE   NORTH   CHURCH,    STIRLING, 

On   Y/EDNESDAY,    7th   OCTOBER    18§7, 

THE  DAY  APPOINTED  AS  A  NATIONAL  FAST  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  THE  INSURRECTION  IN  INDIA. 

BY 

ALEXANDER   BEITH,    D.D. 


Behold 


From  Sinai's  caves  are  bursting,  as  of  old. 
The  flames  of  Grod's  consuming  jealous  ire. 
Woe  to  the  sinner,  should  stem  justice  prove 
His  chosen  attribute. ■ 


STIRLING: 

PETER    DRUMMOND. 

EDINBURaH :  OLIVER  &  BOYD.     GLASGOW :  GLASS  &  DUNCAN. 


PRICE   THREEPENCE. 


This   Discourse  was  preached  with  no  view  to  publication.     It  was  not  even 

committed  to  paper  till  after  it  was  delivered.     The  request  of  friends,  who  believe 

it  may  be  useful  at  this  crisis,  has  induced  me  to  prepare  it  for  the  press.     If  it 

serve  no  other  end  in  this  form,  it  will  at  least  be,  to  those  who  heard  it,  a  memorial 

of  a  day  of  much  interest  and  solemn  feeling. 

A.  B. 


SERMON. 


*  For  behold  the  Lord  cometh  out  op  his  plage  to  punish  the  inhabitants 
of   the  earth  for   their  iniquity  ;   the  earth  also  shall  disclose  her 

BLOOD,  AND  SHALL  NO  MORE  COVER  HER  SLAIN.' — Isaioh  XXvi.   21. 

We  meet  to-day  under  unusual  and  very  solemn  circumstances. 
We  meet,  not  as  a  congregation  of  our  own  cliurcli,  or  of  any 
denominational  churcli,  but  as  one  of  the  congregations  of  the 
professing  Christians  of  the  kingdom.  We  meet  at  the  earnest 
call  of  our  civil  rulers,  who  have  proclaimed  a  fast.  We  meet  to 
humble  ourselves  before  God — to  acknowledge  God's  judgments 
which  have  been  inflicted  on  us — to  confess  his  righteousness  in 
aflOicting  us — to  confess  our  sins  as  justifying  his  judgments.  We 
meet  to  unite  in  earnest  supplications  to  Him  that  he  may  stay 
His  judgments — that  He  may  shut  up  the  vials  of  His  wrath — that 
He  may  command  the  sword  to  return  to  its  scabbard — that  He 
may  pity  and  have  mercy  on  us.  Our  meditations,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  of  a  kind  to  help  and  to  stimulate  us  in  these  duties ;  and 
I  desire,  accordingly,  to  lay  before  you  such  views  of  truth  as  may 
be  suitable  for  the  occasion — that  we  may  keep  this  fast  with 
understanding,  as  well  as  with  awakened  feehng.  We  shall 
consider,  I.  The  grounds  on  which,  I  fear,  we  must  conclude 
that  a  time  of  judgment  has  overtaken  us ;  II.  The  causes  of 
God's  controversy  with  us  ;  III.  The  duties  to  which  the  righteous 
Judge  is  certainly  calling  us. 

I.  The  geounds  on  which,  I  feae,  we  must  conclude  that 

A  TIME  OF  JUDGMENT  HAS  OVEETAKEN  US. 

Let  me  premise  that  we  ought  not  Hghtly  to  take  up  the  opinion 
that  we  have,  as  a  nation,  incurred  the  special  displeacure  of  God 
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If  it  be  true  that  we  have,  it  is  a  most  alarming  fact.  If  it  be  true 
that,  in  the  words  of  my  text,  '  God  has  come  out  of.  his  place  to 
punish  us' — that  He  has,  for  a  season,  changed  towards  us  the 
ordinary  course  of  His  providence  in  the  government  of  the  world, 
to  deal  specially  with  us  for  our  national  sins — we  have  cause  to 
tremble,  all  of  us,  from  the  Queen  upon  the  throne,  to  the  meanest 
of  her  subjects.  If  it  will  be  a  'fearful  thing'  for  lost  souls,  at 
length,  to  '  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,'  it  must  be  a 
'  fearful  thing'  for  nations,  which  have  no  hereafter,  and  which  must 
be  judged  and  punished  in  time,  now  '  to  fall  into  His  hands.'  He 
is  slow  to  wrath  ;  but, '  if  once  it  be  kindled  but  a  little,'  our  only 
hope  is  to  '  kiss  the  Son,  lest  we  perish  from  the  way.  Blessed  are 
all  they  who  put  their  trust  in  Him.'  Let  us,  then,  see  whether 
we  have  sufficient  reasons  for  fearing  that  God  is  '  speaking  to  us 
in  wrath,  and  vexing  us  in  His  sore  displeasure.' 

The  grounds  on  which  I  think  we  must  conclude  that  the  case  is 
so,  may  be  stated  under  two  heads  : 

1st,  General  Conviction. — At  home  and  abroad,  the  sentiment 
has  taken  fast  possession  of  the  minds  of  reflecting  men,  that  the 
Divine  displeasure  has  been  expressed  against  our  country  by  the 
dreadful  calamities  which  of  late  have  been  permitted  to  fall  on  us. 
I  include,  in  my  enumeration  of  these,  the  disasters  of  the  war  with 
Russia  recently  concluded,  although  more  particularly  the  sad  events 
over  which  we  mourn  at  the  jDresent  crisis.  The  conviction  that 
God  has  made  His  arm  bare — that  He  has  '  come  forth  from  His 
place  to  punish  us' — has  been  borne  in  upon  all  minds.  Letters 
from  the  distant  country,  the  scene  of  our  sore  trouble,  clearly 
declare  it ;  and  men,  whose  opinion  is  worthy  to  be  listened  to  at 
home,  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the  conviction,  and  also  unequivo- 
cally admit  that  they  share  in  it.  It  is  enough  for  my  present  pur- 
pose to  be  able  to  appeal  to  the  fact,  that  the  effect  of  this  '  public 
opinion'  on  the  minds  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch,  and  to  be 
acquainted  with,  the  prevailing  sentiments  of  the  country,  and  in 
whose  hands  the  authority  is  placed,  to  give  effect  to  them  in  the 
competent  form,  has  been  the  appointment  of  this  day  of  national 
humiliation,  confession,  and  prayer.  They  declare  that  such  a 
public  ordinance  was  required  to  give  due  expression  to  the  pre- 
vailing and  deeply-impressed  conviction  of  the  public  mind. 
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Now,  the  prevalence  of  sucli  a  condition  of  mind,  in  any  nation, 
appears,  on  Scripture  authority,  to  give  token  of  a  season  of  national 
Divine  judgments.  We  account  Israel  to  be  the  nation  in  whose 
history  we  see  the  example  by  which  we  judge  conclusively  of  such 
questions  ;  not  only  because  in  them  the  Divine  government  was 
especially  manifested,  but  also  because  to  them  it  was  at  the  same 
time  expounded.  We  take  for  granted,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  inter- 
pret God's  proceedings  towards  other  nations  by  the  rule  of  inter- 
pretation which  his  government  of  Israel  provides.  We  hold,  that 
the  things  said  and  done  to  them,  in  one  view,  have  been  written 
as  ensamples  for  us  on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  have  come,  that 
we  may  be  instructed  and  warned.  A  time  of  judgment  among 
them  was  to  be  marked  by  'a  trembling  of  the  heart ;  failing  of  eyes ; 
sorrow  of  mind ;  life  hanging  in  doubt  before  them  ;  fear  day  and 
night ;  having  none  assurance  of  life ;  in  the  morning,  crying, 
Would  God  it  Y/ere  even  !  at  even,  sajdng,  Would  God  it  were 
morning  !  for  the  fear  of  their  heart  wherewith  they  should  fear.'* 
Lest  we  should  suppose  that  such  23redictions  were  applicable  only 
to  Old-Testament  times — ^were  to  receive  their  fulfilment  then  only, 
— ^we  may  add  the  words  of  the  Saviour,  which  he  spake  of  thiags  to 
occur  in  New-Testament  times,  when  he  had  ascended  to  his  glory ; 
predictions  which,  although  they  received  a  certain  fulfihnent  in  the 
events  connected  with  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  over- 
throw of  the  Jewish  kingdom,  extend  to  times  remote — times  upon 
which  we  have  fallen,  and  times  remoter  still :  '  There  shaU  be  signs 
in  the  sun,  and  in  the  moon,  and  in  the  stars,'  he  said,  '  and  upon 
the  earth,  distress  of  nations,  with  perplexity,  the  sea  and  the  waves 
roaring,  men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  and  for  looking  after 
those  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth ;  for  the  powers  of 
heaven  shall  be  shaken. 'f  Such  scriptural  statements  correctly 
describe  the  feeling  which  exists  among  us,  especially  among  our 
countrymen  of  all  classes  in  India — the  less  intense  degree  in 
which  it  exists  here,  being  accounted  for  solely  by  our  distance 
from  the  immediate  scene  of  our  national  calamity — a  circum- 
stance which  may,  at  any  time,  be  changed  should  the  Almighty 
Ruler  so  permit   or   ordain.    It  is  a  feeling,   the   prevalence   of 

*  Deut.  xxviii.  65-67.  t  Luke  xxi.  25,  26. 
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wHch  gives  alarming  token,  that  God's  hand  is  'stretched  out' 
for  our  chastisement. 

2d,  The  Nature  of  the  Calamities. — These  have  been  very  appal- 
ling, and,  in  like  manner,  but  too  truly  bespeak  a  season  of  Divine 
displeasure.     We  shall  allude  only  to  some  of  them. 

(1.)  Bloodshed  and  Death. — When  we  allow  ourselves  to  reflect, 
we  shudder  to  think  of  the  dreadful  sacrifice  of  hmnan  life, 
connected  with  this  country,  which  has  occurred  during  the  few 
past  years  ;  to  think  of  the  many  who  have  been  made  widows 
— fatherless — childless — friendless.  A  remarkable  feature  in  the 
history  of  the  suflering  of  this  kind,  which  has  fallen  on  the 
country,  is  the  class  of  persons  who  have  been  made  the  victims. 
Whilst  the  calamity  has  indeed  come  heavily  on  the  humbler  and 
more  numerous  classes  of  the  people — on  the  common  soldiery  ;  it 
has  come  to  an  extent,  never  before  known,  on  the  higher  classes 
of  the  land — on  the  officers,  the  youthful  aristocracy  of  our  country. 
In  more  than  their  proportion,  they  have  been  the  sufierers,  as 
have  also  persons  of  the  same  order,  who  were  not  connected 
with  our  armies  and  navies.  One  sickens  to  recal  the  frightful 
waste  of  human  life  in  Turkey — at  Varna,  and  other  places,  before 
the  war  had  actually  begun,  or  a  blow  beei^  struck.  And  when,  at 
length,  the  operations  of  the  conflict  did  commence,  and  the  scene 
was  changed  to  the  Crimea — not  to  speak  of  the  blood  which  the 
sword  drank  in  the  battle-struggles  in  the  open  field — who  can 
rightly  conceive  of  the  appalling  mortality  around  Balaklava,  on  the 
heights  of  that  wintry  foreign  land,  amidst  the  many  conflicts  there, 
and  before  the  walls  of  Sebastopol,  during  the  dreary  months  of  its 
protracted  siege  ?  Thousands  of  the  most  gallant  men  who  ever, 
as  their  country's  soldiers,  left  our  shores,  perished  in  that  short- 
lived, extraordinary,  and,  in  some  respects,  fruitless  war.  And  now, 
within  these  last  few  months,  more  terrific  still,  again  thousands 
of  our  dear  countr3rmen,  with  their  wives  and  tender  children,  have 
fallen — ^butchered  amidst  such  circumstances  of  wanton  atrocity  as 
the  world  never  heard  of — ^by  the  hands  of  deceitful  villains ;  assassins, 
using  the  weapons  with  which  we  had  ourselves  furnished  them,  and 
the  military  skill  in  which  we  had  instructed  them.  The  bloodshed 
and  death  in  India,  for  aught  we  know,  are  still  in  progress.  And 
when  we  contemplate  the  calamity,  for  the  purpose  for  which  I  now 
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refer  to  it,  we  cannot  forget  the  relation  in  which  the  monsters  who 
have  been  the  agents  in  this  direful  work  of  hell-born  wickedness 
stand  to  us ;  we  cannot  forget  that  they  are  our  fellow-subjects,  that 
up  till  the  period  of  this  revolt,  they  acknowledged  the  same  sceptre, 
were  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and  were  bound  to  us  by  common 
interests.  Who  can  count  the  thousands  of  those  who,  since  the 
month  of  May,  have  perished,  and  the  thousands  and  ten  thousands 
more  who  are  doomed  to  perish,  ere  peace  is  restored  to  that  dark 
and  ill-fated  land  ?  Looking  to  the  whole  events  which  thus  rise 
up  before  us — reflecting  on  the  blood  which  the  earth  has  drunk, 
within  the  short  period  of  time  of  which  I  have  spoken,  blood  of 
British  subjects — ^never  was  there  a  nation  which  had  more  cause 
to  acknowledge,  and  more  cause  to  tremble  when  they  acknowledge 
it,  that  '  God  has  drawn  out  his  sword  after  us,  that  it  hath  been 
filled  with  blood,  that  it  hath  been  bathed  in  heaven.'  All  in  all, 
history  does  not  record  anything  more  dreadful ;  not  merely  for  the 
numbers  who  have  gone  down  to  death,  but  also  for  the  terrific 
circumstances  of  violence,  treachery,  and  vileness,  which  have 
stained,  with  the  deepest  dye  of  infamy,  the  things  which  have 
come  to  pass.  Dreadful  as  the  sufierings  of  the  Protestants  of 
Continental  Europe  were,  amidst  the  efibrts  of  the  ruthless  Papists 
of  Prance  and  other  countries,  three  centmies  ago,  to  extirpate  them, 
there  are  considerations  connected  with  the  present  deeds  of  dark- 
ness, which  were  not  known  in  the  horrible  atrocities  of  those  days. 
I  need  not  multiply  passages  of  Scriptm'e  to  shew  that  such 
bloodshed  and  death,  if  permitted  to  come  on  any  people,  is  a  token 
of  Divine  displeasure.  Of  those  visited  in  judgment,  it  is  written  : 
'  I  will  cause  them  to  fall  by  the  sword  before  their  enemies,  and 
by  the  hands  of  them  that  seek  their  hves  (assassins),  and  their 
carcasses-  will  I  give  to  be  meat  for  the  fowls  of  heaven,  and  the 
beasts  of  the  earth.'*  If  any  man  can  believe  that  such  things 
come  on  a  people,  and  come  '  causeless,'  he  must  believe  that  there 
is  no  God  in  heaven,  or  that  He  has  ceased  to  reign  in  the  universe 
which  He  still  upholds  ;  that  He  has  abandoned  this  earth,  or  that 
the  afiaks  of  men  have  gone  beyond  His  control.  Truly  the  Lord's 
voice  is  uttered  when  such  things  are  permitted, 

*  Jer.  xtx.  7. 
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(2.)  The  frightful  outrages  connected  with  the  bloodshed  and 
death. — Of  these  no  man  can  speak  in  public.  They  have  been  of 
such  a  nature,  they  have  been  so  unusual,  that  scarcely,  in 
whispers,  will  men  venture  to  speak  to  each  other  secretly  of  them. 
They  have  been  so  odious,  so  inhuman,  that  we  cannot  even  allow 
our  minds  to  conceive  of  them — ^we  shrink  from  it  as  criminal.  No 
horrors  which  history  records  exhibit  human  nature  in  the  light 
in  which  these  Indian  atrocities — over  which  we  are  at  this  day 
called  to  lament — do ;  not  even  the  hideous  proceedings  of  the 
Saint  Bartholomew  massacres,  and  the  wars  which  followed.  The 
wickednesses  in  both  bear  the  same  type,  and  are  to  be  traced  to  the 
same  author ;  the  distinction  being,  that  the  latter  were  invoked  by 
the  rage  of  religious  persecution,  the  former  by  the  spirit  of  cold- 
blooded murder  and  rapine.  That  you  may  be  satisfied,  that  in  the 
occurrence  of  horrors  of  such  a  nature,  we  are  called  to  see  a  token 
of  the  Divine  displeasure,  hear  again  the  word  of  the  Lord  : 
'  Behold,'  he  saith,  by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  '  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Cometh,  cruel,  both  with  wrath  and  fierce  anger,  to  lay  the 
land  desolate  ;  and  he  shall  destroy  the  scorners  thereof  out  of  it. 
For  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  the  constellations  thereof,  shall  not  give 
their  light :  the  sun  shall  be  darkened  in  his  going  forth,  and  the 
moon  shall  not  cause  her  light  to  shine.  And  I  will  punish  the  world 
for  their  evil,  and  the  wicked  for  their  iniquity ;  and  I  will  cause 
the  arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  cease,  and  will  lay  low  the  haughtiness 
of  the  terrible,  I  will  make  a  man  more  precious  than  fine  gold ; 
even  a  man  than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir.  Therefore  I  will  shake 
the  heavens,  and  the  earth  will  remove  out  of  her  place,  in  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger.  And 
it  shall  be  as  the  chased  roe,  and  as  a  sheep  that  no  man  taketh 
up :  they  shall  every  man  turn  to  his  own  peojDle,  and  flee  every 
one  into  his  own.  land.  Every  one  that  is  found  shall  be  thrust 
through  ;  and  every  one  that  is  joined  unto  them  shall  fall  by  the 
sword.  Their  children,  also,  shall  be  dashed  to  pieces  before  their 
eyes ;  theu*  houses  shall  be  spoiled,  and  their  wives  ravished. 
Behold  I  will  stir  up  the  Medes  against  them,  which  shall  not 
regard  silver ;  and  as  for  gold,  they  shall  not  delight  in  it.  Their 
bows  also  shall  dash  the  young  men  to  pieces  ;  and  they  shall  have 
no   pity  on   the  fruit   of  the  womb  ;    their  eye  shall  not  spare 
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children.  And  Babylon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the  beauty  of  the 
Chaldees'  excellency,  shall  be  as  when  God  overthrew  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah/* 

I  ask  whether  these  words  do  not  seem  as  if  they  had  been 
written  for  snch  times  as  are  now  passing  over  our  heads?  or 
whether,  if  we  were  called  to  select  expressions  in  which  to  describe 
the  calamities  of  our  country,  any  more  appropriate  could  be  found  ? 
If  ours  be  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  mystical  Babylon,  which, 
notwithstanding  our  great,  our  surpassing  spiritual  privileges,  as 
compared  with  all  the  other  kingdoms  of  modern  Europe,  we  truly 
are,  we  need  not  wonder,  if  God  has  arisen  to  judgment,  that  such 
threatenings  are  fulfilled  in  our  experience.  With  us  is  the  testi- 
mony ;  with  us  are,  more  than  anywhere  else,  the  tr  friends  of 
OUT  Lord  Jesus  Christ — the  advocates  and  defenders  of  his  cause ; 
with  us  is  the  tabernacle  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  But  all  the 
more,  on  this  account,  need  we  not  wonder  that  such  Scriptures  as 
I  have  read  to  you,  should  receive  mournful  illustration  in  what 
befalls  us.  Judgment  always  begins  at  the  house  of  God,  though 
it  does  not  end  there.  His  fire  always  falls  on  the  green  tree 
before  it  reaches  the  dry. 

Such  ruthlessness  as  has  marked  the  Indian  massacres,  we  may 
confidently  say,  is  never  permitted,  but  where  God  has  a  contro- 
versy. It  is  frightful  when,  in  any  circumstances,  the  ordinary 
restraints  which,  in  the  Divine  arrangements,  bind  down  unrenewed 
men,  are  relaxed  or  removed — when  they  are  permitted  scope 
for  the  exhibition  of  the  nature  of  '  their  father  the  devil,'  which 
is  in  them;  but  there  are  cases  in  which  it  is  more  startling,  more 
strange,  more  judgment-like  than  in  others.  Had  the  deeds  of 
darkness  which  have  desolated  India  been  enacted  in  Africa — had 
the  parties  guilty  been  Caffres,  or  Bushmen,  or  Hottentots,  we 
might  have  said  that  it  was  such  a  manifestation  of  the  nature 
which  is  known  to  distinguish  them  as  ought  not  greatly  to  surprise 
us.  But  the  softness  of  the  Hindoo  character,  and  of  the  character 
of  the  natives  of  their  land  generally,  is  proverbial — their  gentle- 
ness, their  insinuating  address,  their  amiability,  their  ladylike 
tenderness.     Behold,  then,  what  they  have  become,  God  permitting 

*  Isaicah  xiii.  9-18. 
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it,  God  employing  them,  we  fear,  as  his  scourge !  How  easily  can 
He  provide  himself  with  instruments  of  vengeance,  when  it  is  His 
purpose  to  punish  a  guilty  land !  How  much  are  we  in  His  hand, 
and  what  wretchedness  may  come  as  a  flood,  at  any  moment,  if  He 
withdraw  His  restraining  grace,  if  He  withhold  that  exercise  of 
power  by  which  He  subdues  and  retains  the  people  under  Him ! 

(3.)   Want  of  wisdom  in  the  conduct  of  our  affairs. — I  shall  not 
dwell  on  this  point.     It  might  lead  me  on  ground  which  ought  not 
to  be  intruded  on  by  the  pulpit,  even  on  such  an  occasion  as  this. 
But  faithfulness,  and  the  illustration  of  my  subject,  require  that  I 
should  touch  on  it.    Who  does  not  recollect  how  much,  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  recent  war  with  Eussia,  we  had  to  complain  of  the 
mismanagement  of  our  affairs.     Through  the  incompetency  of  those 
then  for  a  time  in  charge — through  their  incompetency,  or,  if  en- 
dowed with  the  necessary  capacity  for  the  crisis,  through  their  being 
deprived  of  the  use  and  application  of  it,  what  frightful  consequences 
had  we  to  deplore !     With  the  amplest  means  at  their  disposal — 
men,  money,  stores,  ships — with  every  avenue  of  access  ojoen,  it 
seemed,  for  awhile,  almost  as  if  we  were  destitute  of  available  means 
of  defence  and  deliverance,  or  destitute  of  the  power  to  employ  them. 
Thousands  of  the  best,  the  bravest — ^lion-hearted  and  noble  men, 
were  sacrificed  to  useless  formalities,  routine,  and  superannuated 
national  ordinances — whose  existence  seemed  to  be  discovered  only 
for  our  humihation  and  discomfiture.     Then  the  cry  was  loud ;  and 
now  a  cry  of  the  same  kind  is  loud  everywhere  again.     And  it  is 
vain  to  attempt  to  disguise  it — nothing  in  all  the  incidents  of  the 
mournful  catastrophe  which  has   summoned  us  together  for  the 
service  of  this  day  looks  more  judgment-hke  than  that  a  conspiracy 
so  extensive  should  have  existed  so  long,  should  have  grown  to  the 
maturity  which  it  attained,  throughout  a  population  so  vast,  over  a 
country  so  boundless,  and  that  it  should  have  been  unknown  to 
those  exercising  government,  who  themselves,  many  of  them,  have 
fallen  its  victims,  until  the  fatal  blow  was  actually  inflicted,  and  the 
whole  empire  thereby  awakened  to  lamentation,  mourning,  and  woe. 
At  this  moment  a  voice  rises  from  the  plains  of  India — ^from  the 
blood  of  butchered  feeble  infants,  helpless  females,  and  undefended 
men — indignantly  demanding,  Where  were  the  eyes  of  our  rulers  ? 
Where  were  their  ears  ?  Where  were  their  hands  ?  Where  were  the 
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watchfulness  and  the  means  of  protection  and  deliverance  to  which 
we  were  entitled  from  them  ? — where  ? 

I  do  not  speak  these  things  to  accuse  any  man.  The  evil  to 
which  I  allude  may  be  capable  of  being  explained.  But  I  ask, 
Is  not  such  a  feature  in  the  sad  history  a  sign  to  us  that  God's 
'  anger  is  not  turned  away,  that  his  hand  is  stretched  out  still?' 
Listen  to  his  word  :  '  The  stout-hearted  are  spoiled,  they  have 
slept  their  sleep  (the  cause  of  their  spoiling),  and  none  of  the  men 
of  might  have  found  their  hands.  At  thy  rebuke,  0  God  of  Jacob, 
both  the  chariot  and  horse  are  cast  into  a  dead  sleep.  Thou,  even 
thou,  art  to  be  feared ;  and  who  may  stand  in  thy  sight  when  once 
thou  art  angry  ?  Thou  didst  cause  judgment  to  be  heard  from 
heaven ;  the  earth  feared  and  was  still  when  God  arose  to  judgment.'* 
What  are  all  our  munitions  if  he  deprive  us  of  the  power  of  using 
them  ?  How  deep  must  the  sleep  have  been  in  the  ill-fated  land 
where  our  national  calamity  has  fallen,  when,  even  yet,  as  the 
thrilhng  communications  which  reach  us  from  thence  sadly  narrate, 
the  inclination  appears  to  be  to  indulge  it  !  And  how  sadly  have 
our  men  of  might  failed  to  find  their  hands  in  the  agonisuig  crisis 
into  which  they  have  been  so  unexpectedly  hurried  ! 

(4.)  Party  strifes. — Of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  Crimean 
war,  none  were  more  painful  than  those  strifes.  On  the  very 
battle-field,  when  our  soldiers  were  shewing  courage  the  most  un- 
daunted, and  warlike  prowess  and  power  such  as  never  were 
exceeded,  ofiicers  high  in  command  were  permitting  personal 
family  feuds  to  influence  their  conduct,  and  noble  lives  were 
sacrificed  at  a  shrine  so  base  and  so  shameful.  It  is  weU  that 
reasons  have  now  been  found  why  men  capable  of  being  guilty  of 
such  things  have  been  allowed  to  remain  at  home,  to  pursue  their 
wretched  squabblings  on  other  and  more  fitting  fields. 

What  repulsive  exhibitions,  too,  have  we  been  called  to  witness 
in  our  Senate  House  1  At  the  time  when  the  blood  of  brave  men 
was  flowing  in  torrents,  the  fiercest  fight  of  party  ever  known  was 
going  on  in  our  Parliament,  in  the  truest  spirit  of  faction.  The 
interest  of  a  conflict,  which  made  the  bravest  hold  then?  breath, 
seemed  to  resolve  itself,  in  the  minds  of  the  politicians  to  whom  I 

*  Psalm  Ixxvi.  6-9. 
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allude,  into  the  use  of  an  occasion  of  which  advantage  might  be 
taken  to  advance  the  interests  of  political  partisanship.  The 
honour,  the  safety,  the  peace,  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  seemed 
small  in  their  eyes  compared  to  the  triumph  of  a  party  and  its 
accession  to  power.  Even  now,  the  same  spirit  is  discernible. 
Though  the  terrible  circumstances  of  this  crisis  have  quelled 
those  politicians,  though  they  seem  to  be  quailing  before  them, 
and  not  able  to  find  their  tongues,  indications  are  not  wanting 
that,  had  they  the  popular  sympathies  which  they  vainly  desiderate, 
their  course  would  be  now  what  it  was  before. 

But  does  not  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  things  (the  only 
reason  for  which  I  allude  to  it  being  to  point  attention  to  the 
truth)  betoken  a  time  of  judgment  ?  It  was  when  God  had  cast 
off  Saul  and  his  house  for  ever — ^when  the  decree  of  exclusion  and 
judgment  had  taken  effect — that  the  contentions  began  among 
those  who,  for  a  time,  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  family,  which 
ended  in  their  final  and  irretrievable  overthrow.  God  was  not 
with  them  ;  their  party  strifes  were  a  sign  that  he  had  withdrawn. 
Of  all  the  tokens  of  God's  abandonment  of  his  long-favoured  Israel, 
and  of  their  approaching  destruction  and  dispersion,  none  was 
more  sure,  more  sad,  than  the  dissensions- and  party  strifes  which 
raged  within  the  waUs  of  Jerusalem,  when  the  devoted  city  was 
surrounded  by  Koman  armies,  and  the  time  had  at  length  arrived, 
the  prophetic  contemplation  of  which  had  drawn  burning  tears 
from  the  Saviour's  eyes. 

Looking  at  all  these  things,  can  we  doubt  that  a  time  of  judg- 
ment has  overtaken  us  ?  We  cannot.  We  have  met  to  acknow- 
ledge before  God  the  general  conviction  that  such  a  time  has  come. 
India  cries  aloud,  in  the  appeals  which  are  wafted  to  us,  that  it  is 
so  ;  the  cry  at  home  echoes  the  sentiment.  My  desire  is  that  we 
may  have  an  intelKgent  apprehension  of  the  truth,  which  we  thus 
admit  and  deplore,  that  our  humiliation  may  be  true,  and  that 
our  prayers  may  be  earnest. 

I  should  fail,  however,  in  duty  did  I  not  remind  you  of  the 
causes  of  thankfulness  which  our  gracious  God  has  reserved  for  us, 
amidst  the  causes  of  sorrow  with  which  we  have  been  so  largely 
furnished.  In  the  final  issue  of  the  Crimean  war  we  may  see  one 
cause  for   thankfulness.     Inadequate  though  the  results  of  that 
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War,  in  one  view,  have  been — much  though  there  has  been  in  them 
to  humble  our  national  pride — ^yet  great  ground  of  praise,  praise 
to  Him  who  is  God  over  all,  has  been  given  to  us.  Then,  as  it  is 
in  our  present  troubles,  the  battle  was  turned  away  from  our  gates. 
The  wound  has,  in  both  cases,  been  inflicted  at  the  extremities,  and 
not  in  the  vital  parts — not  in  the  heart  of  our  empire.  Moreover, 
both  trials  have  not  come  together.  Had  they  so  come,  how 
dreadful  must  have  been  the  aggravation!  In  the  abundant 
harvest  with  which  God  has  blessed  us,  we  see  another  cause  for 
thankfulness.  He  has  crowned  the  year  with  plenty — all  His  paths 
have  dropped  fatness.  He  has  given  food,  in  rich  abundance,  for 
man  and  beast,  so  averting  causes  of  murmuring  and  discontent. 
In  the  commercial  prosperity  which  has  distinguished  these  years, 
and  which,  until  very  recently,  has  remained  unchanged,  notwith- 
standing foreign  troubles,  we  have  a  third  cause  for  thankfulness. 
In  the  peace  which  reigns  at  home,  finally,  we,  have  another. 
The  kingdom  is  drained  of  its  soldiers  ;  even  Ireland  has  been  left 
comparatively  without  them ;  yet  we  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
tranquilKty,  and  have  no  reason  to  fear  that  it  shall  be  otherwise. 

From  these  things  we  have  cause  to  conclude,  that  if  ^  God  has 
come  forth  from  His  place  to  punish  us,'  He  is  inflicting  His  punish- 
ment in  measure ;  that  if  he  has  been  smiting  us,  and  is  smiting 
us  still,  it  is  not  as  he  smote,  and  shall  smite,  those  who  have 
smitten  us.  He  is  doing  it  in  measure — not  to  destroy  us,  but  to 
bring  us  to  repentance,  if  we  wiU  listen  to  His  word,  if  we  will 
obey  His  voice,  if  we  wiU  turn  at  His  rebuka 

II.  The  causes  of  God's  controveesy  with  us. 

My  statement  on  this  head  requires  that  certain  things,  however 
they  may  not  accord  with  some  modes  of  thinking,  shaU  be  under- 
stood and  admitted.  If  God's  hand  be  '  stretched  out,"  and  if  we 
seek  to  ascertain  the  reason,  we  must  do  it  intelligently — under 
the  illumination  which  He  by  His  Word  sheds  on  all  truth. 

1st,  The  earth  is  the  Lord's. — He  made  it ;  He  preserves  it;  for 
'  His  pleasure  aU  things  are  and  were  created.'  Satan  has  usurped 
the  place  which  he  occupies  as  the  '  god  of  this  world' — of  the  world 
in  the  condition  to  which  he  has  brought  it ;  but  the  Lord  has 
never  admitted  His  title,  neither  has  He  resigned  His  own  claim: — 
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the  earth  and  the  fiihiess  thereof  is  still  His.  His  glory  requires 
that  it  should  be  so ;  and  the  thoughts  which  He  thinks  towards  us/ 
known  to  Himself — '  thoughts  of  good,  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  us 
an  expected  end' — ^require  it. 

2d,  The  Son  of  God,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  the  '  Heir  of 
all  things/ — He  is  so  as  the  eteenal  Son  of  God — a  truth 
which  cannot  be  changed  by  any  change  of  circumstances  in  the 
condition  of  men.  He  is  the  '  Heir  of  all  things/  also,  as  the 
appointed  Mediator  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  He  undertook, 
in  that  covenant,  the  recovery  of  the  world  which  sin  had  destroyed ; 
he  engaged  himself  to  the  Father  (who,  in  His  love  for  men,  gave 
him  up  for  their  salvation)  for  its  rescue  from  the  power  of  the 
Destroyer,  and  restoration  to  its  true  allegiance  ;  he  engaged  him- 
self to  accomplish  this  glorious  purpose,  in  a  way  that  would  be 
consistent  with  the  honour  of  the  Divine  government — that  would 
vindicate  the  authority  of  the  Divine  law — that  would  magnify  it. 
He  was  endowed  by  the  Father,  for  this  undertaking,  through  the 
agency  of  the  third  person  of  the  glorious  Trinity.  A  body  was 
prepared  for  him  ;  he  was  born  of  a  woman  ;  made  under  the  law ; 
made  a  curse :  he  obeyed  and  suffered  as  a  servant ;  he  bore  the 
sins  of  his  people  in  his  body ;  by  his  death  he  destroyed  him  that 
had  the  power  of  death — the  devil ;  he  rose  from  the  dead  by  the 
power  (authority)  of  the  Father  :  having  successfully  accomplished 
every  part  of  his  undertaking,  he  ascended  into  heaven,  and  now 
awaits  the  fulfilment  of  the  Father's  promise  to  him,  that  '  all 
things  shall  be  put  under  his  feet' — that  '  the  heathen  shall  be 
made  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  his 
possession.' 

3d,  The  luorld  is  reserved  for  one  grand  end.  —  It  is  not 
reserved  for  the  mere  play  of  nature — for  the  flight  of  the  seasons, 
in  all  the  variety  of  their  progress,  in  endless  succession  through 
eternal  ages  ;  not  merely  that  '  seed-time  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night,  should  never 
cease.'  It  is  not  reserved  to  be  a  stage  on  which  men,  serving 
vanity  in  various  forms,  should  have  opportunity  to  disport  them- 
selves for  a  time,  and  then  disappear  to  be  forgotten  for  ever,  as  if 
they  had  never  been ; — where  the  generations  of  men,  without  regard 
to  an  hereafter,  should  come  forth  like  the  generations  of  leaves, 
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fall  to  the  earth,  die,  and  pass  away,  never  more  to  be  taken 
account  of; — where  labourers,  merchants,  sore- toiled  husbandmen, 
far-seeing  statesmen,  gay  pleasure-hunters,  and  the  whole  hosts  of 
those  who  '  buy  and  sell,  plant  and  build,'  should  be  free  to  pursue 
their  heedless  coui'se,  each  as  if  he  were  urged  on  by  seven  devils, 
sink  out  of  view,  and  no  longer  be.  The  world  is  not  reserved  for 
any  ends  so  unworthy  of  Him  who  reserves  it.  But  it  is  reserved 
that  the  salvation  procured  by  Christ  may  be  made  known — that 
those  given  unto  him  by  the  Father  may  hear  the  glad  tidings — - 
that  those  who  are  to  be  saved  may  be  gathered  unto  him — that 
the  Father's  faithfulness  in  the  everlasting  covenant  may  be  made 
manifest — that  the  Father's  promises,  the  expression  of  His  eternal 
purpose,  may  be  made  sure.  The  world  is  reserved — it  has  not  yet 
been  consumed  by  that  conflagration  which  will  one  day  encircle  it 
— that  the  Gospel  may  be  propagated — that  Gospel-purposes  may 
be  served — that  the  determinate  counsel  and  foreknowledge  of  God, 
as  to  all  things  included  in  the  history  of  our  globe,  may  be  clearly 
seen  by  all  angels,  and  by  all  men. 

4.  It  is  the  supreme  duty  of  Christian  nations  to  make  known 
this  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. — No  nation  has,  as  yet,  been 
Christian  in  the  true  sense — in  that  sense  in  which  all  nations  shall 
be  so  when  God's  time  comes,  and  when  men  shall  universally  bow 
before  Him.  By  the  term,  as  now  employed,  I  mean  a  nation  to 
which  a  dispensation  of  the  Gospel  is  given  ;  to  which  the  '  hvely 
oracles '  are  intrusted ;  in  which  the  Gospel,  in  its  purity,  is  taught, 
known,  loved ;  whose  laws  and  institutions  profess  to  be  founded  on 
it.  By  such  a  nation,  the  duty  of  which  I  speak  can  be  discharged  ; 
by  others  it  cannot,  however  they  may  lie  under  obligation  to 
seek  and  attain  the  condition  in  which  they  may  be  qualified  to 
discharge  it.  A  Christian  nation  is  bound — not  only  to  keep  the 
Gospel  pure,  to  preserve  it  from  every  intrusion  of  error — from  all 
that  might  corrupt  or  falsify  its  doctrines — but  to  proclaim  it.  The 
Gospel  is  precious  seed — of  little  value,  comparatively,  if  only  stored 
up  in  barns,  watched,  conserved — of  as  little  value  as  would  have 
been  the  stores  of  Egypt  which  the  years  of  plenty  had  provided, 
had  the  governor  of  the  land  not  opened  his  treasuries,  and  bestowed 
of  their  abundance  on  all  countries.  The  Gospel  is  precious  seed, 
and  the  supreme  duty  of  the  nation  which  possesses  it,  is  to  scatter 
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it  abroad.  The  world  is  the  field,  and  '  into  all  the  world '  it  Is  their 
first  and  solemn  duty  to  convey  it.  Every  man  of  such  a  nation  is 
responsible  in  this  matter ;  no  man  can  relieve  himself  of  the 
responsibility,  and  say,  '  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?'  I  state  this 
view  broadly.  I  enter  on  no  question  here,  as  to  the  raanner  in 
which  a  nation  may  discharge  this  great  duty — how  civil  govern- 
ments, consistently  with  their  own  special  jurisdiction,  may  do  it — 
how,  so  that  the  Church,  as  the  appointed  agency,  shall  be  free  in 
her  province,  in  carrying  out  the  grand  design  of  Him  who  is  at 
once  the  '  King  of  kings,'  and  '  King  on  his  hill  of  Zion.'  This  is 
a  question  which  we  are  not  now  called  to  discuss. 

No  nation  has  ever  existed  so  highly  favoured,  in  having  the 
Gospel  intrusted  to  it,  as  Great  Britain — not  even  Israel  itself. 
When  I  speak  of  Great  Britain,  I  include  America,  for,  in  the 
privilege  to  which  I  thus  allude,  America  certainly  is  one  with  us. 
To  the  fact  of  our  distinctive  position  as  having  the  '  lively  oracles ' 
committed  to  us,  let  om*  religious  literature  speak  ;  let  our  long 
array  of  holy.  God-fearing,  patriarchal  ministers — speak  ;  let  our 
many  contendings  for  all  scriptural  truth — in  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland — especially  Scotland — speak  ;  let  our  illustrious  martyrs — 
the  British  cloud  of  witnesses — speak !  Never  has  a  nation  been  so 
highly  endowed  with  the  most  precious  of  aU  gifts  ;  never  had  any 
nation  more  conclusive  reasons  for  ascribing  aU  their  prosperity, 
under  God,  to  the  Gospel ;  never  has  any  nation  lain  under  similar 
obligations,  to  have  respect  to  the  Divine  will,  in  spreading  abroad 
the  word  of  hfe,  in  labouring  that  the  Divine  purpose  should  be 
accomplished — that  Christ  should  see  the  travail  of  his  soul. 

How,  in  these  circumstances,  have  we  discharged  our  solemn 
duties — ^how  in  foreign  parts,  of  wliich  we  have  been  put  in  trust — 
how  in  India  ;  and  how  at  home  ?  My  solemn  conviction  is,  that 
we  have  been  egregiously  unfaithful ;  that  we  have  disregarded 
God's  will ;  and  that  judgment  has  now  overtaken  us,  in  punish- 
ment of  our  great  transgressions. 

Here  I  desire  to  guard  myself  from  being  misunderstood.  I 
heartily  subscribe  to  what  is  generally  asserted  of  the  beneficence  of 
British  rule  in  India,  as  compared  with  that  of  other  dynasties  which 
have  held  sovereignty  in  that  land.  I  beheve  that  our  conquest, 
subjugation,  and  government  of  the  nations  of  India,  have  been  to 
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them  an  unspeakable  blessing.  Whatever  the  crimes  were  of  which 
we  were  guilty  in  acquiring  possession,  and  whatever  the  crimes  are 
of  which  we  have  continued  to  be  guilty  in  retaining  possession,  and 
in  gTiiding  the  affairs  of  that  vast  empire,  no  man  can  call  in  ques- 
tion that,  as  compared  with  preceding  governing  powers,  and  espe- 
cially the  Mogul  dynasty,  which  we  overthrew,  ours  has  been  a 
sway  of  justice,  mercy,  and  truth.  As  to  the  Indian  army,  by 
whose  hands  our  j)resent  calamities  have  been  inflicted,  it  seems 
beyond  doubt,  that  om*  kindness,  forbearance,  and  confidence  in 
them,  surpassed  all  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  were  inconsistent 
with  proper  disci j)line. 

Nevertheless,  our  sins  against  India  cannot  hide.  No  man  who 
understands  and  admits  the  principles  which,  under  this  head,  I 
have  attempted  to  state,  can  have  any  difiiculty  on  this  question. 

As   A    NATION   WE   HAVE   DONE   NOTHING ABSOLUTELY   NOTHING 

— FOE  EVANGELIZING  India.  We  have  never  formed  any  purpose 
of  doing  it ;  we  have  never  arranged  any  of  our  proceedings  with 
a  view  in  any  time  to  come  of  doing  it ;  we  have  neither  voted  nor 
apphed  any  money  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  do  it.  We 
have  drawn  boundless  wealth  from  that  unhappy  land ;  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  there  are  to  be  found  those  who  have  been 
enriched  by  its  treasures ;  families,  not  a  few,  have  acquired  their 
titles  of  nobility,  have  been  elevated  to  their  places  of  distinction,  by 
the  resources  which  they  derived  from  it.  But,  withal,  God's  gTeat 
design  in  making  us  possessors  of  the  country  and  of  its  wealth  has 
never  been  once  contemplated  ;  no  law  has,  at  any  time,  been  based 
on,  or  has  recognised  that  design ;  it  has  not  entered  into  our  hearts 
to  consider  it,  nor  have  we  given  Him  '  of  his  own '  to  accomplish 
it.  A  few  English  chaplains,  for  the  benefit  of  British  soldiers  and 
British  residenters  in  the  country,  have  been  provided  and  paid — 
such  is  the  full  amount  of  contribution  to  the  cause  of  God  and  of 
the  Gospel  in  India,  which,  as  a  nation,  we  have  presented  to  Him. 
This  is  not  the  worst.  The  British  Government  (and  when  I 
say  the  British  Government,  I  mean  the  great  Company  who  enjoy 
the  monopoly  of  our  Eastern  empire,  for  whose  deeds  our  Govern- 
ment, and  all  of  us,  are  responsible)  has  systematically  opposed  the 
Gospel  there.  It  has  been  part  of  our  poHcy  in  governing  India,  to 
preserve  the  na  i^^es  from  the  influence  of  the  Gospel     The  utmost 
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tenderness  has  been  shewn  to  what  are  called  their  '  religious  pre- 
judices/ lest  we  should  excite  or  irritate  them.  Our  confidence  in 
the  continuance  of  a  peaceful  reign  has  uniformly  been  associated,  in 
all  our  policy,  with  the  exclusion  of  the  Word  of  Life,  the  '  words  of 
God's  wisdom/  from  the  teeming  population  of  our  vast  territories  in 
the  Indian  peninsula.  The  first  missionaries  who,  sent  forth  by  the 
Christian  zeal  of  private  individuals,  sought  a  field  of  labour  there, 
were  refused  the  privilege  of  sailing  in  any  of  our  ships.  They  were 
compelled  to  proceed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  America,  and  thence 
to  embark  for  theu^  destination.  When  Haldane  of  Aithrey  sold 
his  property  in  om*  neighbom^hood,  that  he  might  bestow  the 
proceeds  in  forming  an  institution  in  India  for  the  conversion 
of  its  inhabitants,  he  was  prevented  from  carrying  his  intentions 
into  efi'ect  by  our  Government — they  rejected  the  ofier  of  the 
Gospel  made  to  them  by  that  great  and  good  man.  Some 
relaxation  of  this  pohcy  has  latterly  taken  place,  but  its  principle 
still  remains  unchanged.  There  is  not,  throughout  all  India, 
even  one  Government  mission.  The  schools,  which  have  been 
established,  wliile  they  furnish  an  education  which  necessarily 
overthrows  the  superstitions  of  the  poor  perishing  natives,  furnish 
no  antidote  to  the  dreary  infidehty  which  immediately  takes  the 
place  of  those  superstitions — for  the  Bible  and  all  Scriptm-al 
knowledge  are  studiously  excluded.*  The  idolatry  of  the  land — its 
bloody  and  obscene  rites — are  positively  countenanced  and  honoured, 
and  were  long  made  a  source  of  revenue.  British  soldiers — the 
soldiers  of  a  country  in  which  the  treasures  of  Divine  truth 
abound,  soldiers  who  are  at  home  trained  in  the  knowledge  of  that 
truth,  and  who  know  that  God  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  and  will 
surely  vindicate  it — are  compelled  to  do  military  duty,  and  to 
offer  mihtary  honours,  to  the  foul  objects  of  worship  by  which  the 
high  Majesty  of  Heaven  is  mocked  and  insulted.  A  brand  is  put 
upon  the  Gospel,  and  our  authorities  are  zealous  that  the  natives 
should  knov/  it.  Theirs  is  a  rehgion — we  don't  care  that  they 
should  suppose  that  we  consider  ours  worthy  of  being  considered  so. 
Only  of  late  years  have  any  steps  been  taken  to  suppress  suttees 
and  infanticide,  to  save  widows  from  their  moral  degradation,  or  in 

*  Nanah  Sahib  received  his  education  at  a  Government  School. 
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any  way  to  interfere  with  the  *  horrid  cruelties'  which  defile  the 
'  dark  places/  over  which  the  Eternal  God  of  love  and  pity  has 
given  ns — a  Christian  nation — protracted  ride.  We  have  syste- 
matically acted — not  as  if  the  earth  were  the  Loed's — ^not  as 
if  the  Son  of  God  were  the  '  Heir  of  all  things' — not  as  if  we 
beheved  in  the  glorious  purpose  which,  the  Divine  will,  we  are 
taught,  shall  certainly  accomphsh — ^but,  as  if  the  earth  were 
literally  the  Devil's  ;  as  if  it  had  been  resigned  to  him — as  if  God 
had  renounced  all  His  claims — as  if  Christ  had  been  divested  of  all 
his  rights.  We  have  systematically  acted  on  the  apparent  convic- 
tion that  India  has  been  given  to  us  simply  to  be  a  mine  from 
which  we  may  extract  money,  regardless  of  the  means.  I  shall  not 
speak  of  these  means.  I  shall  not  say  how  far  the  recent  atrocities 
may  have  had  an  example  in  these  means,  of  which  they  are  a 
copy — hideously  exaggerated,  yet  a  copy.  My  theme,  at  present,  is 
the  opposition  which  the  Gospel  has  systematically  encountered. 
Never  was  the  great  God  so  dishonoured,  in  the  sight  of  the 
heathen,  by  any  people,  to  whom  the  knowledge  of  His  glory  was 
communicated,  as  He  has  been  by  our  nation  in  India. 

Then,  as  to  the  efforts  of  private  Christians  to  meet  this  sad  case, 
what  have  they  been  ?  in  what  measure  have  they  been  supphed  ? 
They  have  not  been,  we  must  confess,  when  we  tliink  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  necessity,  to  any  extent  that  is  worthy  to  be  spoken  of. 
Need  I  remind  you  of  the  thrilling  appeals  of  om^  own  Duff  on  this 
head,  and  how  he  rang  in  om*  ears  the  humbling  fact,  that  from  our 
Church  some  fifteen  or  twenty  missionaries  only  were  sent  forth  in 
answer  to  the  cry  of  two  hundred  millions  of  our  perisliing  fellow- 
sinners  and  fellow-subjects  ?  When  we  blush  to  think  that  this  is 
the  whole  of  our  contributions,  as  a  Church,  to  the  evangehsation  of 
India,  we  may  blush  deeper  stiU  when  we  reflect  that,  poor  as  our 
efibrt  is,  it  is,  in  proportion,  better  than  are  the  efforts  of  any  other  of 
the  churches  of  our  country.  '  We  are  verily  guilty  concerning  our 
brother  ;'  the  Government  has  been  deeply  guilty  ;  but  we,  indivi- 
duaUy,  have  been  guilty.  0  !  let  us  hope  that  this  terrible  crisis 
will  bring  a  great  change  !  Let  us  hope  that  India  and  China 
shall  be  opened  to  the  glorious  Gospel — that  in  those  lands  of  the 
East  it  shall  have  free  course  and  be  glorified — that  the  Hght 
which  shall  be  kindled  there,  and  glow  heavenwards,  shall  reflect 
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its  glory  back  upon  the  distant  West,  and  hasten  rapidly  onwards 
the  happy  time  when  every  land  shall  receive  the  light  of  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  and  all  shall  know  Him,  from  the  least  unto  the 
greatest. 

Can  we  doubt  that  our  national  treatment  of  India  is  one  cause 
of  controversy  in  this  day  of  Divine  rebuke  ?  We  cannot.  If  God 
be  in  heaven — if  Christ  be  the  King  of  nations — if  the  Gospel  be 
the  message  of  reconciliation,  by  which  he  is  to  obtain  possession  of 
that  which  belongs  to  him  by  purchase  and  inheritance — if  the 
office  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  glorify  him  by  applying  that  Gospel 
to  men's  souls  for  their  conversion  —  if  human  hajDpiness  and 
prosperity  in  this  world  are,  by  the  eternal  ordinance  of  Him  who 
ruleth  over  all,  inseparably  connected  with  the  fm^therance  and 
accomplishment  of  His  designs  of  mercy  towards  our  fallen  race  by 
the  Gos23el,  our  offence  towards  the  millions  of  India  is  flagrant. 
How  many  precious  souls  have  gone  down  to  the  pit  since  India 
became  om^s — souls  which  might  have  heard  the  Gospel  HAD  WE, 
AS  A  NATION,  NOT  STOOD  IN  THE  WAY  ?  When,  with  such  a 
truth  in  om^  mind,  we  compare  what  has  come  upon  us  with  our 
guilt,  we  may  well  acknowledge  that  we  have  been  but  hghtly 
chastened — that  we  have  received  less  than  our  iniquities  deserved  ; 
— we  may  well  praise  God  that  He  has  so  richly  mingled  mercy 
with  judgment. 

We  dare  not  conceal  from  ourselves,  that  the  policy  of  our 
Government  at  home  has  too  largely  partaken  of  the  character  of 
their  policy  abroad.  We  have  an  evil  to  deal  with  at  home,  of  the 
same  kind  mth  that,  in  our  management  of  v/hich  abroad  we  have 
shewn  ourselves  so  unwise  and  unfaithful.  Popery — the  Popery  of 
Ireland — Popery  generally,  is  such  an  evil.  It  is  a  superstition — 
an  idolatry — as  foul,  and  in  many  respects  as  dishonouring  to  God, 
as  that  of  India.  We  have  pursued  the  same  policy  towards  it.  It 
has  not  been  opposed  by  our  Government  in  the  use  of  legitimate 
means ;  private  efforts  to  ojDpose  it,  in  mercy  to  its  poor  victims, 
have  not  been  countenanced.  It  has  been  favoured.  The  priests 
of  the  system  are  trained  at  the  public  expense ;  they  are  fondled 
and  petted  on  the  same  principle,  and  for  ends  such  as  we  have 
sought  in  India.  No  frown  ever  darkens  the  face  of  our  Govern- 
ment towards  a  system  that  is  bringing  forth,  in  the  meantime,  the 
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fruits  of  death,  and  is  doomed  to  perish  hereafter,  as  certainly  as 
Scripture  is  true.  Wliat  has  been  the  result  of  this  poHcy  ?  have 
we  gained  the  Eomanists  ?  have  we  made  them  the  friends  of  the 
country  ?  No  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  significant,  that  when  all  the 
world  besides  mom-ns  over  the  sad  events  which  have  caused  such 
bitter  sorrow  in  so  many  weeping  homes  throughout  this  land, 
from  Ireland  alone,  from  Eomanists — the  practical  expositors  of 
priestly  feeling  —  the  solitary  response  of  sympathy  with  the 
Eastern  assassins  has  come,  earning  already  for  them  the  unenviable 
title  of  'THE  Ieish  Sepoys/ 

If  the  things  which  I  have  spoken  of  the  duties  of  a  nation 
towards  the  'oracles  of  God'  committed  to  its  trust,  be  according 
to  the  Word  of  God,  who  can  speak  of  oiu?  guilt  towards  Ireland — 
of  the  cruel  and  wicked  poHcy  which  we  have  pursued  in  that  country? 
And  what  may  we  not  fear — must  we  not  fear — as  the  result? 
Who  can  teU  what  is  coming  ?  If  the  warning  voice  which  India, 
at  this  moment,  lifts  up  be  disregarded — if  we  persist  in  sup- 
posing that  the  '  Euler  among  the  nations'  will  continue  silent, 
and  never  vindicate  the  truth  which  is  recorded  in  his  Word,  we 
may  be  made  to  feel,  sooner  than  any  of  us  thinks,  that  '  verily  He 
judgeth  in  the  earth/  Our  sin,  in  the  matter  of  Popery,  cannot 
be  the  sin  of  any  other  nation  whatever. 

Ill  The  duties  to  which  the  eighteous  judge  is  ceetainly 

CALLING  US. 

1st,  Confession,  humiliation,  'prayer. — These  are  great  duties 
at  such  a  time.  I  feel  thankful  for  this  day — that  God  hath  put  it 
into  the  hearts  of  our  rulers  to  invite  the  people  to  keep  it ;  and 
that  the  invitation  has  received  so  hearty  a  welcome — so  universal  a 
response.  It  is  a  token  for  good — a  token  that  we  are  not  given 
up,  as  a  people,  to  hardness  of  heart.  It  was  a  token  for  good  on  the 
part  of  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness  that,  when  God  rebuked  them, 
and  made  them  to  hear  evil  tidings,  they  mourned,  and  '  no  man 
put  on  his  ornaments.'  It  was  a  token  for  good,  in  like  manner, 
that,  when  David,  by  the  sin  of  numbering  the  people,  involved  the 
nation  in  guilt,  warned  by  the  prophet,  they  submitted  themselves 
to  the  judgment  which  was  sent  on  them,  and  chose  rather  to  faU 
into  the  hands  of  God,  than  into  the  hands  of  men.     It  was  a  token 
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for  good,  that  the  king  of  Niiieveh  and  his  subjects,  when  awakened 
by  the  Divine  message  of  wrath,  delivered  by  the  mouth  of  Jonah, 
made  confession,  humbled  themselves,  and  besought  the  mercy 
which  they  needed. 

It  will  be  well  for  us  if  our  rulers,  convinced  that,  as  a  nation,  we 
have  transgTessed  against  the  Most  High  God,  and  perceiving  where- 
in the  offence  which  we  have  committed  consists,  now,  indeed,  make 
confession  before  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  and,  in  true  humility,  seek 
the  pardon  of  their  grievous  sins  against  '  His  dear  child  Jesus/ 
Let  us  hope  that  there  is  something  of  this  among  us — that  our 
Queen,  that  the  nobles  of  the  land,  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  the  people  themselves,  have,  by  the  good  hand  of  God 
upon  us,  been  prepared  to  keep  this  fast  with  the  intelligence, 
uprightness,  and  brokenness  of  heart  which  the  case  demands.  Let  us 
fear  ignorance,  stout-heartedness,  superstition,  hypocrisy — ^bowing 
down  the  head  like  a  bulrush ;  succumbing  before  the  pas^g  blast, 
to  retiurn,  like  Pharaoh,  to  our  previous  condition  of  offensive 
resistance  to  God — to  walk  in  the  ways  of  our  heart,  and  in  the 
sight  of  our  eyes — when  God  has  withdrawn  His  rod,  and  returned 
to  His  place. 

2d,  Forsaking  our  iniquities. — ^  He  that  covereth  his  sins  shall 
not  prosjDer ; '  this  day  tells  that  we  do  not  cover  our  sins,  for  we 
are  met  to  acknowledge  them : — '  whoso  confesseth  and  forsaketh 
^^g??^  shall  have  mercy;' — ^may  God  grant  that  there  may  be  the 
forsaking  of  the  sins  which  we  this  day  profess  to  acknowledge  and 
lament.  What  a  mockery  will  the  day  prove,  if  it  should  be  otherwise 
— if  it  should  be  seen  in  our  future  course  of  government  in  India, 
that  we  adhere  to  aU  the  ways  which  we  pretended  to  deplore, 
that  we  justify  them,  and  that  we  utterly  forget  and  repudiate 
our  present  convictions  and  alarms. 

If  we  continue  to  cherish  idolatry  in  that  region  of  om*  vast 
empire — if  we  continue  to  discourage  and  brand  the  Gospel — if  we  do 
not  actively  promote  it — and  if  we  continue  to  practise  a  similar 
policy  towards  the  idolatry  of  Ireland,  and  towards  its  sister-systems 
throughout  our  country — walking  towards  those  evils  in  the  same 
path  as  we  have  done  in  the  past — then,  though  God  may,  in  answer 
to  prayer,  now  earnestly  ascending  from  every  corner  of  the  land, 
for  a  time  stay  his  judgments,  they  will  return  again,  and  a  far 
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more  dreadful  day  of  retribution  will  come  than  any  we  have  yet 
seen.  There  may  be  those  now  born  who,  in  such  a  case,  may  live 
to  see,  in  these  lands,  scenes  such  as  have  defiled  India — scenes 
such  as  have  been  so  inscribed  there  that  the  recollection  of  them 
all  coming  centuries  of  time,  with  all  their  waters  of  obHvion,  shall 
not  be  able  to  wash  out. 

Let  each  of  us  seek  to  have  a  conscience  void  of  offence  in  the 
matter  of  forsaking  national  sin.     We  have  all  our  influence — the 
least  of  us  has  some.     Let  us  employ  whatever  God  has  given,  to 
save  our  country,  and  to  preserve  her  from  the  desolations  which 
continuance  in  her  great  wickedness  must  bring.     Let  us  besiege 
our  Legislature  with  the  cry  of  'Justice  to  India!'    'Justice  to 
Ireland  ! '     Let  the  justice  we  ask  be  hberty  for  the  Gospel — '  free 
course'  for  the  Gospel — aU  opportunities  for  spreading  it  abroad,  and 
communicating  its  influences  to  all  men.     Convinced  that  it  is  the 
only   sure   cure   for   all   social,  moral,  and   spuitual   evils — as  it 
is   the   only   sm-e   preventive   of  them — ^in  the    case   of  men  of 
every  country,  condition,  and  character,  let  us,  in  aU  competent 
and    legitimate    ways,    demand    that    ample     opportunity    shall 
be    afforded   for   conveying   to   the   perishing   millions   at   home 
and  abroad  that  Word  which  is  able  to  make  them  '  wise  unto 
salvation,'  and  which  is  ever  profitable  to  the  commonwealth.     Why 
should  this  not  be  ?     What  reason  is  there  that  I  should  be  dis- 
owned for  maintaining   a   pure   Gospel,   that,  if  I  stand  in  the 
street,  or  in  some  by-way,  to  address  my  fellow-sinners,  to  turn 
them  to  God,  I  should  be  knocked  on  the  head,  and  the  protection 
which  the  laws  of  my  country  provide  for  its  people  of  every  name, 
be  denied  me  ?     Why  should  such  a  thing  be  in  this  free  land, 
and  why  should  we,  when  seeking  to  make  Christ  known  for  the 
salvation  of  those  whom  we  address,  be  given  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  mob — to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  worst  of  all 
despotisms?     Let   us   demand   the   protection    to  which  we  are 
entitled,  and  let  us  protest  that  what  are  caUed  the    '  rehgious 
prejudices'  of  bad  men  shall  not  be  allowed  in  India  or  Ireland  to 
overlay  the  Gospel  of  God. 

We  have,  as  a  Chmxh,  done  something  for  India— let  us  do 
more.  Why  should  we  not  now  respond  to  the  calls  of  our  noble 
missionaries  in  that  land  as  we  have  never  done?     Why  should 
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not  our  d^l 2,000  of  annual  contribution,  for  the  evangelisation  of 
India,  swell  into  -^20,000,  or  c£^SO,000,  or  even  ^£^50,000  ?  Let  us, 
individually,  set  our  hand  to  the  work,  and  it  will  be  accompKshed. 
When  God  helps,  the  most  arduous  work  is  easily  done.  Above 
all,  let  us  plead  with  earnest  prayer — and  not  let  Him  go  till  He 
give  his  blessing.  Let  us  cry,  day  and  night,  for  deliverance  for 
our  suffering  countrymen  and  countrywomen.  And  let  us  ask 
that  He  may  incline  the  hearts  of  our  rulers  to  do  HIS  WILL — in 
full  "confidence  that  such  a  course  will  bring  good,  that  the  oppo- 
site must  bring  only  eviL 
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